Understanding Charitable Solicitation Registration: What North Dakota Nonprofits Should Know
Many nonprofits are surprised to learn that fundraising is regulated at the state level—not just through the IRS. One of the most commonly overlooked areas is charitable solicitation registration.
In simple terms, this refers to the requirement to register with a state before asking its residents for donations. This applies in North Dakota and in many other states, each with its own rules, forms, and timelines.
What counts as “solicitation”?
It’s broader than most organizations expect.
Solicitation can include: Requests for contributions on your website, email campaigns, social media posts, grant requests, direct mail or fundraising events.
If you’re asking for contributions in any form, it likely counts.
It’s not just about where you’re located
One of the biggest misconceptions is that nonprofits only need to register in their home state. In reality, requirements are usually tied to where your donors are located.
For a North Dakota-based organization, that might mean:
· Only North Dakota, if fundraising is entirely local 
· Multiple states, if donations are coming from across the country 
Online giving, in particular, can make this less obvious. Many organizations don’t realize they’ve effectively expanded into other states.
What about exemptions?
Some organizations may qualify for exemptions, often including religious organizations, educational institutions, or smaller nonprofits under certain thresholds.
That said, exemptions vary by state. In some cases, even exempt organizations still need to file a notice or request. It’s not always as simple as being “fully exempt.”
Why this matters
For most nonprofits, this isn’t top of mind, which is understandable. But it can become an issue over time.
Gaps or expired registrations can lead to: delays in fundraising activity, requests from state regulators, unnecessary compliance clean-up 
More importantly, it can create uncertainty around whether everything is properly in place as your organization grows.
A practical place to start
If you’re unsure where things stand, it can be helpful to step back and ask:
· Where are we currently registered? 
· Where are our donors located? 
· Are all registrations current? 
Even well-run organizations can have gaps, especially after expanding fundraising efforts or launching new campaigns.
Learn more
If you’re looking for a straightforward overview or a deeper dive, these resources may be helpful:
· High-level overview:
https://www.ironwoodregistrations.com/resources/what-is-charitable-solicitation-registration/ 
· More detailed guide:
https://www.ironwoodregistrations.com/charitable-solicitation-registration-guide/ 

